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The Ncience of Manifest Destiny,

Cuba, Mex:ico, Hawat' Whichever of our
wide windows we look through there lies a fresh
prize for ambition ; a new field for the experiment
of republicau theories. Tbe national power, in-
fluence, cupidity, enlarge in geometrical ratio to.
the {rontier. The primal sin, by which we fell,
was the appropriation of Texas. Then fol-
lowed California, with its golden cornucopia. Then
Cuban forays upon the Texan models; [sthmus
difficulties pointing to tne annexation of Mexico
as the cheapest solution ; covetouslongings for the
lovely islés of the Pacific King: longings which pos.
session alone can appease. These are the upper,
sun-kindled points of current history, to which
posterity will look back as beacon.stations whence
the scope and bearings of the age may be mea-
sured. They are the pheno.nena of a new mental
direction. Every pation, as it passes from the
swaddling-bands and other ncedful restrictions of
infancy, calls for wider room, and gets it by the
strong arm or the canning policy. National energy,
as it develops, devotesitself to acquisition. Bat it
is the boldgess, the musniticent Lcope, the indom-
itable purpose of the Amelican people, that dis-
tinguish their plans of aggrandizement from all that
has gone before.

These phonomena have multiplied so rapidiy, as
to constitute a new science. Manifest Destiny
must have its chair within friendly proximity to
those of Political Economy and the Science of
Government. [t ranks with the speculative
Sciences. The action of time will undoubtedly
elimirate from existing elementsa coherent sys-
tem. Experiment adds inateals daily. Nicara.
gua and Tehuantepec assist us, and will presently -
stablish our feetin the midst of palpitating Mexico,
and ameng the petty wranglers of Central America,
Surveys on the coasts of Asia, and demands upon
Japan are urged, where a few years since were
discussed fresh Indian cessions, new outposts on
the Missourt, and exploring enterprizes to the
Rocky Mountains, The National horizon is sup-
posed to stop no where short of the very verge of
doom. Theologians air their polemics upon the
quxre, which one of the great prophetic empires
we are to represent. The Seer who shall tell us of
anything less than eveutual world-wide suprema-
¢y, will be denounced as a croaker ; a prophet of evil
tidings. Ourrole is set down, and the world’s the
stage. An unflagging faith in the Nation; a naive
trustfulness in some childish dream of impractica-
ble grandeur, are the ouly postulates of the
Science.

It is a little curious, as an illustration how soon
heat enough is engendered in a nesw theory to
crack it in twain, to uote that Manifest Destiny
already counts two sets of believers. They may
be classed as patriots and coesmopolites. The for-
mer find the fraiiion of Destiny in the political
and commercial enlargement of our country, They
count up exultingly the returns of each successive
census. Tables of poprlation, tornage, revenue,
tave all the charm of Nature in the eyes of the
poet, among these votaries of the god Terminus.
They crave Cuba because of its enormous wealth
in sugar, tobacco, fruit. They look at it with the
eye of thrift, and mourn the waste resulting from
inadequate culture, indifferent labor, and a misera-
ble scheme of government. Tehuantepec must
of course be theirs ; for its extraordinary facilities
are the necessary prerogatives of our future great-
ness. The Sandwich Islauds are in the schedale;
fer our fishers vex the North Pacific Seas more
sorely year by yea:, and much need an vasis in
the waste of waters. Japan must abandon old
fashions in our favor, that we may unbar the ob-
scure chambers of her fabulous wealth, and share
the contents. These aie the dogmas of the patri-
otic school. Veiled bebind loftier pretensions,
they occasionally pass muster as the doctrines of
the wider and deeper-herrted cosmopolites; how-
beit, they are infinitely narrower and shallower,
It is a more refined and inclusive selfishness. Itis
1he patriotism of John Bull as transmitted to the
posterity of that respectable but sell.complacent
progenitor. A glance at the mag provas how careful-
1y England has paved and protected her ways about
the world. She has stepping-stones lodged every-
wkere in the ocean. The path to [ndiais guarded
by the proximity of Gibraltur and Sierra Leone;
by St. Helena, the Cape, Mozambique, Aden, Cey-
Ion. Shehasa fort in the Baltic ; islands and for-
tresses in the Mediterranean; islands and for-
tresses wherever they cun be secured near her
American possessions. And this is the great ex-
emplar of our patriotic predest'narians. Republi-
canism i3 all very well and ouszht to be extended,
but always uncder the american flag; and if, fol-
fowing the Roman type, it now and then assume
the shape of a dependency or province unendowed
with the blessings of velf-govcrament, so much the
better. It is not everybody who craves to be free,
that knows bow to use freedom; and our patri-
ots terder the national services (o act as trustee
for the recovered libertie=, just as an attorrey, af-
ter a succesciul suit, offers to borrow the money.

The Cosmopolitan dogmatists have warmer blood
in their veins. Manifest De:tiny with them is a
sublime calling. They organize Lone Star Asso-
ciations, and Colieges de Propaganda Fide.
They quote the fathers of tl'e Republic as of their '
faith and order. The world is their theatsg of op-
erations. The press, money, azitation, and the
occasional use of gunpowder merely as an enter-
ing wedge, are among the engines they operate
with. They have more faith in republicanism
than in Americanism. Liberty rather than coun-
try is the stimulus. Not that they love the latter
1ess but the former more. Their great purpose is
hardly distinguishable from an absolute abstrac-
tion. To disseminate the true political theory,
10 sow tke good seed on stony and sterile or on
smooth and responsive soil indifferently ; to have
Republics in the Pampas or Cafire-land ; Presi-
dents in Thibet; and constituent assemblies in
Russia; these are the ultimate consequences of
the Cosmopolitan theory ; than which, it must be
owned, nothing could possibly be more compre-
hensively philanthropic.

Between these two sects of believers in Manifest
Predestination, these politicai Calvinists on the
one hand, and the Universalists, or those advocat-
ing world-wide Republicanism, on the other, is
there no middle grouand, where compromise may
be possible? Doubtless yes. A political evangel
may very well be preached with the same impres-
sive eloquence that sped the religion of Islam, like
a prairie-fire, from Per.ia to the Pillars of Hercu-
les ; the conjoint eloqu- nce of Saint and Scimetar.
The influence of republican example may be
strengthened and enforced by the direct application
of power, Inthis way can Mexico be republican-
ized,and in no other. Cuba and its enslaved popu-
lation, must owe its {uture liberties either to this
principle, whether employed in the form of grape-
shot, or as round dollars. Itis morally certain that
purely democratic institutions can never exist
quietly in South America, unless some inconceiva-
ble revolution occur in the character of the people.
Everywhere, beyond our own borders, on this
Western hemisphere, do we see the need of the
steady, ballasting traits of Anglo-Saxonism. It
will never do to argue the practicability of our sys-
tem beyond the confines of the race, until the ex-
periment has been abundantly tried. The lights
n.ow before us seem to justify the idea that such
institutions as those our Fathers devised, must be
sustained by the continued exercise of traits pecu-
liar to the national character. Believing this, and
both branches of the Predestinarians accepting the
fact that the national influence and national force
must operate to&ether, we see nothing irrationalin
the hope of a more dazzling future for the race
than imagination has yet ventured to outline. Not
a continent, a half-globe, but the world—shall be
ours. Through what vista into-the future shall we
look to see a more splendid destiny?
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