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The prominent place occupied in the public
mind by inquiries relating to the subjects constituting
the science of Etanology is one of the most notice-

.able features of the time, It is only of 1ate years that
philusophers have agreed to group together under
that head the researches now makinginto the families
or races of man—their affinities, dividing lines, and
distinguishing characteristics, Yet in this brief space
the science has taken titular rank with its elder sis-
ters. and can show its societies, journals, &c., in
three quarters of the globe—nay more, it has been
rudely invoked to the political arena, where 1ts aid is
demanded by contending parties as a new and potent
ally. Itisimpossible to take up a newspaper without
observing a tone of argument and reflection on the
destinles of nations that would have been scarcely
intelligible to our fathers. Struggling and oppressed
races, long dormant but reviving nationalities, are
the themes orators now delight to dwell on, when
they would move most deeply the sympathies of their
hearers. So recently as the Congressof Viennain
1814, it is probable that no considerations of this na-
ture were present to the minds of a single member of
it, when engaged in the settlement of the map of
Europe, they were volcanic fires smouldering below
uncoascious feet. Now, however, they are ablaze,
and it would seem that events are tending to produce
a comparative disregard of the old conventional geo-
graphical boundaries of States, and a remodeling of
that very map on principles purely ethnological, as
mational sympathies, popular affinities, indentities of
language and religivus beliefs. Old statesmen and min-
{sters are vexed with thoughts beyond the reaches of
their official souls, based on realities sterner than
dynastic usurpation, subtlier than political expedien-
oy. “Celt” and * Saxon,” ‘Slave,” * Teuton,”
« Scandinavian” and ** Magyar,” are no longer mcre
abstractions, but have become the watchwords of
angry factions, the battle-cries of peoples struggling
{n the throes of political birth. The future of a con-
tinent even may hang on a despot’s version of the
theory of dominant races, and an appeal to that be
considered sufficient to outweigh the ordinary con-
stderations of right and justice. These facts, which
1t ts impossible to ignore, meet us aaily in some shape
or other. Thney have a double operation ; they stim-
ulate men both of thought and action to the study of
the races of map, and all such studies deepen the con-
wiction that seeks expression by grappling with the
facts to which they alone afford a satisfactory key or
explanation, Some knowledge of the subject is indis-
pensable to all inteilirent persons, but the mass of
information collected is so large that inquirers have
been repelled by it,until the results are arranged and
presented in some practicable shape. Neither French
nor English literature offers us any portable work
setting forth the existing landmarks of this progressive
solence. Thnis task Mr. Brack undertakes ia the
book now before us. A fair examiration enables us
to say that he has accompolished it in a manner
eminently satisfactory. A traveler himself, ana one
who, like ULvssEs, has seen **many men and many
cities,” he combines with these personal advantages
a thorough acquaintance with the literature of the
sclence in the various European languages. Though
per‘ect uniformity of opinion on polnts so open to
dispute cannot be looked for, Mr. Bracx may be
recommended as atways a sate and intelligent guide 1
in whose Judginent his readers may place relinnce.
It may be menticned that the work hae undergone
the ordeal ot English scholarship, and is now pub-
hishing in Loncon by Mr. MUrray, from whose estab-
lishment issue the writings of LysLL, MURCHISON,
Daewixn, Owzx, and most of the scientific }ights of the
age.

Why the stuiv of Man should be neglected
until a period comparatively recent, is a problem to
which no so.ution can be given. From the earliest
ages, in all the civilizations known to us, natural pro-
ductions and phenomena have commanded the atten-
tion of the highiest class of minds, and familiarity with
them has atways bect held to constitute tiue knowl-
edge. Some of the most ancient Egyptian papyri, in
the Demotic character yet deciphered, contain care-
ful lists of natural substances, and their use or hurt-
fulness to man. Among the Jews we know how large
a portion of the wisdum of Solomon, ** wherein he ex-
celled all the ehildren of the East Country,” consisted
in a knowledge ** of trees, of beasts, ot fowl, and of
creeping things, and of fishes.” The Greekdeification
of the human foun is apparent to us in the priceless
fragmeunts of art hapuily still extant ; and the Natural
History of ARisTorLE, which Cuvizs deciares he never
consulted withont admiration and astonishment,
shows how earnest was the quest of the Greclan mind
after the hidden tnings of Nature. The Romans, too,
mav point to their PLixy,and other foliowers on the
same track of investigation, but none of these acute
and searching nations ever conceived the idea of
taking for the theme of their studies, Man, the crown
of creation, *the hetr of all the ages,” his varieties,
families. and afliliations. The comfortable sense of
superiority common to ail ancient peooles which di-
vided mankind into the one favored race and a crowd
ot outside barbariung, mmay probably afford a partial
reason for this, though it did not prevent their histori-
ans from gathering materials which now, scanned by
more critical eves than those of the original collectors,
afford us our surest ana most indispensable guides.
The carupaigns of ALEXANDER the Great, the embattled
hosts of Xernxgs. must have afforded opportunities for

athuol givat cowmparison and study that will proba- |
bly never oceur sgain, but the spirit to profit by them \
was not present, and questions that then might have |
veen readily answered will continue to puzzle the |
learned of our own and coming generations. Uader |
the Christian dispensation the corrective given to Pa- .
gan vanity by the promulgation of the great spiritual
truth that God had made of one blood ali the nations
of the earth, may have checked the study of Races
by the fear of arriving at results contrary to the Di-
vine record. Moralistg, indeed, in all ages, have told
us that ** The proper study of mankind i1s man,” and
have recommended us to ¢ survey mankind from
China to Peru,” but the survey and study were alike
barren, because the man they had in view was not
what actually exists in nature, but a typical puppet or
abstraction, wound up and set going to demonstrate
their skill in the analysis of human motives and ac-
tions. The proper science ot Ethnology can hardly
pe dated beyond the present century. As the history
of all great discoveries proves, many minds without
concert were engaged simultaneously In the same
pursuit. No sooner had Bruxexsaos laid the found-
ation of the acience by the direct application of phys-
fology, as shown in his comparative examination of
the crania of the differeat races, than Freperic Vox
Sonieart demonstrated how important an element in
the inquiry was language, and in what manaer the
evidence it afforded of a community of descent. cor-
roborated and supplemented the conclusions drawn
from bhistorical and physiological sources, till it 1s
now regarded as the safest and surest test. There is
no need to enumerate the names of those who, in Eu-
rope and America have followed the clue given by the
first inquirers, and which has conducted them to
such splendid histecical and archmological results.
They are world famous, and the nineteenth century
nas no prouder title to fame than the fact thatin it
flourished men such as Bunsen, Bopp, Grimm, Lep-
sius, Humboldt, Burnouf, Maury, Pictet, Renap,
¢‘hampollion, Prichard, Rawlinson, Darwin, Layard,
Owen, Morton, and Agassiz. To Dr. PricaARD as the
1ivst who grasped in one work the whole extent of the
.cinnce, his Paysical History of Man forms an endur-
1ug monument in which his excellent good sense and
sutind judgment are always conspicuous. Not merely
» recorder of discovery, but a discoverer himself,
t ;e ean never deprive his work of value, though
rui~equent researches starting from his stand-point,
hive necessarily exiended the boundaries of know-
ledge.

Before defining Ethnology, it may be as well to ob-
serve what is net, Two subjects, the Unity or Diver-
sity of Man, and the Antiquity of Man on the Barth,
are usually connected with it in the popular mind,
and the supposition that heterodox opinfons on
these points, contrary to the received interpretation of
Scriptures, are inculcated by it, has caused much
ediwia 1o fall on I8, from the timid and feeble-minded.

The fact ‘is, l\owevor. that_while a determinatidn ot
these gaestions, and ot miny others, may be looked’
forward to hopefully as the mnoblest results of its' suc-- !
cessful’ prosecution, the solence itself fs tied tono
theories on the subject whatever ; its business isto
collect mateﬂals. to welgh and sift evidence, which,
in combination with the labors of the geologist and
the natural historian. may in tme supply the means -
for the resolution of these and like difficultiesin
whose investigation tntelligent minds will alwavs find
congenial exercise. At present, seience knows
nothing of origins, and she is no longer science, but
hypothesis when she begins to speculate on them.

Ethuology s then a descriptive science, whose
province consists in a knowledge of the Races of
Men, using the word race in its widest sense, to ex-
press the relation derived from community of origin
or identity of type. Mr. Beacs adds to his definition,
‘‘as determined by the evidence of language inter-
preted by history,” and the paramount valuae of philo-
logical processes Is so great that in the present stage
of the sclence the limitation fs probably cotrrect.
The tendency of modern schlarship, as shown in the
writings of Max MoiLEz and others, 1s strongly to-
warq the opinion that no evidence can compete with
that afforded by LinauisTics, as a mode of ascertain-
ing the connection of races. Whether this conviction
has not arisen from the disproportionate cultivation
of a single branch of the inquiry, may be doubted—
‘one charm of the science is that all studies become
sudsidiary to it. On extant races at least, Physiology
shoula have something more to say. We are yet un-
acquainted with the faot whether or no structural pe-
.culiarities exist answering to the great ruling char-
acteristics of the leading unmixed races of man.
Archgeology, Art and Literature, if rightly questioned
and as carefully studied, might supply conclusions as
deflinite, for it 13 not the least remarkable among the
operations of the mysterious force we call race—
** the accumulated effect of a line of ancestors on
thelr final progeny”—that its preseuce is traced in
every mental and material work, so that the curve of
a moulding, the popular tale or sage, may declare its
origin as plainly as the oonjugation of a verb or
the similarity of the numerals. To give a broad ex-
ample, we all feel instinctively how Chinese and
Egyptian remains exemplify the first, and we know
it is as impossible for the self-asserting and lyrical
intensity of Semitic poetry to take the favorite drama-
tic or epic form of Aryan thought, as it would be
for an artisan of China, ‘“‘a nation that has never
stumbled upon grace,” to work in the spirit of Purpias
or Praxmrines. However distinguished, the fact re-
mains that everywhere we meet, in past and present
history, families of men marked by a clear stream
of inherited physical and mental peculiarittes under-
lying the factitious divisions of empires and pnliti-
eal aggregations, across which we see at the present
day man calling unto his fellow man, yearning for
the brotherhood of sympathy that flows from the con-
sciousness of a common origin and associations. It
is in the light that Ethnology gives us in the inter-
pretation of the past, and the guidance to be derived
from it for the conduct of the future, that tne prac-
tica! value of the science consists. Viewed without
it History 1s a mere diary of facts, deficient in any
link of connection to unravel the confused web of
human affairs.” Mr. Bracx’s mauual is offered to
those who have 1elt this defect, as a means of supply-
ing it. In his own words, *“to preseat in brief ana
clear form the latest and most trustworthy results of
scholarship and sclentific investigation, bearioz on
the question of Races, and thus forming a guide—
imperfect though it be—to the study of History. His-
tory is not mereiy a journal of batties and the retgns
of kings, it is a description of the life of Man, and in
no way can this be made so c¢lear as by foilowing
down the different lines of descent among the vari-
ous tribes of the Human Family. Ervents, institu-
tions, forms of governmeat, revolutions and changes,
which before appeared isolated and arbitrary, become
under this investigation the national and moral de- {
velopments of the qualities of certain races, and
History is made a clcar and scientific record.”

In pursuance of his plan, Mr. Bzaox adopts eignt
divisions. After an introductory chapter on the ob-
jects of the science and the method of applying phi-
lology for the elucidation of ethnological;problems, he
commences with ¢ The First Historical Races,” of
Asia and Africa, including the Egyptians, Assyrians,
Hebrews, &c. He then discusses ** The Primitive
Races of Europe,” ** Leading Races of Asia in the
Midale Ages,” ¢ Madern Ethnology of Asia,” * Oce-
anic Ethnography,” ‘ Ethnology of Africa,” ** Eth-
pology of Modern Europe,” and winds up, wisely,
we think, with remitting to the two last supplemen-
lal chapters an exuminatlon ef the theeretical topics
alrcady referred to, and other ** General Questions
in Ethnology.” This arrangement of the matteris
sufficiently comprehensive, but we think iterrs in
being formed on a geographical basis, and that sim-
plicity would have gained and repetition been avolded
by following the nistory of each race or people from
its first appearance, instead of breaking and resuming
the thread according to loocal divisions.

Starting from prehistoric times, it is wonderful to
reflect how the latest discoveries in geology and pa-
leontology coinclde with the view of the earliest ages
discerned by the * vision and faculiy divine” of the
pocts, rather than that of philogophers and historians,
The latter have sometimes dreamed of an original
stock of the human race, endowed with superior
intellectual powers, and rich in knowledge super-
naturally communicated, a status which all our pro-
gress 1s but a painful attempt to rcgain. The clearer
evidence of facts shows the reverse of this supposi-
tion, that man 1s found as far back as we can reach,in
as low a condition as is compatible with the existence
of human society, gaining bis subsistence from the
woods and waters with the rudest weapons and im-
plements imperfectly shaped, to answer his pressing
needs. That every progressive fmprovement was
won with toil and labor, and that the forward march,
when once begun, was never seriously interrupted,
although confided to the hands of races fuvored by
nature and situation to take a prominent part in the
world’s movement is calculated to raise our ideas of
the possibilities within reach of humanity, and to in-
cite us to continuous exertion. By some mysterious
law, all national life and motion seems connected
with conguest, collision or intrusion, At the earliest
dawn of historic time, the first ripple that catches the
light is the rise of Hamitic civilization In Egypt, and
on the shores, now 80 lone and desolate, of the Per-
sian Gulf. This reaches its highest expression in
Egypt and remains dormant, a spent force, {ncapable
of further extension, though brought face to face with
Europe. In Asia it wassoor superseded by Semitic in-
fluences, in the great Assyrian empires at the rise of
that marvelous people who are yet present with us,
and still** rule us from their urns.,” Limited in area
and restricted in numbers, when comparea with the
other great families of mankind, the highest intellec-
tual piace must undoubtedly be conceded them, as
the founders of commerce, the fnventors of aloha-
betical writing, and the propagators of the three
great religions of history—~Judaism, Christianity and
Mobamedanism. The materlal sceptre of the world
passed from them at the rise of the Empire of the
Persians—an Aryan tribe of the race that hencefor-
ward becomes dominant in history. We can stiil,
through the Sanscrit Vedas, trace the steps of this
great family as a conquering people from Central
Asia to the valleysof the Indus and the Ganges.
Their Western migration, by which they became
possessors of all Europe, except a few mouuntain
tastnesses, by Intrusion on an inferior race, before
history opens, are unknown to us, though philological
research indicates that the Gaelic and Keltic branches
were the earliest comers, and the tribes afterward
known as Romans and Greeks among the later. By.
what extraordinary concurrence of circumstances
and influences, whether of lineage, soil or climate,
the latter attained their unrivaled heignt of mental
and physical development, will always elude discov-
erv. Itisalmost as difficuita question to say what
has become of them—whether, as Mr. Bracs holds,
they must be sought among the degraded modern oc-
cupants of their anclent seats,or whether,assome oth-
nologists maintain, they were a compeuad and mixed
race, fortuitously produced, and long since resolved
iato its originsl elements. A like uncertainty at-
tends the fate of the Roman peonle, though they were

slways leoss homogencous tham the Grooks, and

formed rather a pollgoal organlntlon thm a family
OI’ race.

With a few excepﬂonl, as wheh the Turcoman
tribes, under theéir Tariar Klnm. overran” Asia and
Eastern Europe, or the Somites, under MarousT and
his successors, strove with indomitable energy to ve-
cover dominion of the world, the Aryan races have
been the governing people of the earth, and there is
no chance of. the sceptre passing from their sway.
Fortunately for interest of the subject,the characteris-
tics of each division of it are strongly marked and
clearly defined ; and the great charm ot history is to
trace the play and opposition of these enduring na-
tional qualities, as displayed by the turbulent, imagi-
native and superstitious Kxrr ; the law-abiding, philo-
sophical and reflective TEutoN ; the frank and fear-
less Scanpinaviax; the lithe and subtle SOLAVONIAN ;
the politic and artistically-gifted Romax ; the coarse-
fibrea but practical Saxonr., Not only these prominent
races, whom we have briefly indicated, will be found
described in Mr. Braox's Ethnographical Panorama
of the World, but the unhistoric races, whose influ-
ence has been minute and unappreciable on the main
stream of human progressive development. are also
included in his survey—as the. oceanic races of the
Pacific, the varied populations who occupy the vast
continent of Africa; the scattered fragments of an
older Europe, including the Basquxs, Finns, ALpa-
KNIaNS, and other anomalous tribes, in relation to
whom arise many of the most Interesting questions of
the science, _ .

We have not alinded to.the important inquiries
which occupy the debatable ground between Ethnol-
ogy and Physiology, because the shortest possible
discussion of them requires more space than a news-
paper can command in these stirring times. Such
topics are : the origin and permanence of race char-
acteriatics—their possible modification by climatic
and hvgienic lnﬂuences,—the comparative stability
and capacity for improvement of mixed and pure
races,—the gradual elimination of inferior races by
the principle of natural selection,—on all these and
similar questions where his limits do not allow space
for dilation, the soundest lines of 1nformation are in-
dicated by Mr. Bracz, to whose Bbook we agaln con-
fidently refer all inquirers.
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