
ttlhat Ivtppe
KANG TU WEI has arrived in.

New York in a week.

.
He is the Chinese refor

Emperor and induced him to issue
the Celestial Empire. Then Kangr
Empress and forced to fly for his
aid of British cwar ships.

Kang seeks *to interest the Bri

in his plans.

VICTORIA, B. C., April 11..Kang Yu

Wei, the great Chinese reformer, *a
who arrived here a week ago from Ji

Hong Kong, left to-night for New York. Ho v

1^ on his way to Eondon to lay tils case -u

before the British Government. P

Kang'g story is one of the great romances ^

of the age. It is a romance in which the »

fate pf the Chinese Empire and the high t

politics of the great«powers«of ttie world r

are involved.
Kang gained the confidence of China's

Emperor and almost brought about a reformof the Celestial Empire on modem v

lines. Then he was checkmated by the s

Dowager Empress and condemned to death.
Only with the aid of British war ships did c

be escape. There Is now a reward for his

assassination. -1
Kang thus described to the Journal cor- f

respondent his escape from Pekin, the last r

act in the drama of his career: I

"I had scarcely got out of the gates of
(Pekin when they ^ere closed to prevent ®

my escape. I madetmy way disguised as a *

icoolie to Tien-Tsin and took passage to 1

tWoo-Suing. There faithful brothers of a s

Isecret order told me that assassins awaited 1

my coming on the staghoard side of the 3

(British steamer Ballarast, to which I was
s

to be transferred- I simply boarded the 1

teamer on the port side, thus escaping
rthem, and by invitation; of the captain
was locked in his cabin. When the Empress'sassassins saw how they had been '

tricked they signalled two Chinese war
-i-m -r»~nrt,«n4-

Ships, which at once put anpr we Dttlltlia C.

Then two British war ships also pulled out
in the stream, and from the stern of the

Bnllarat I watched the two British war

«hips cross the bows of the Chinese
war ships twice,r then saw the ships flying
the dragon fall in the rear and; slowly disappearfrom view. The British war ships
iconvoyed me to Hong Kong.

t
"On the wharf at Hong Kong just as I

stepped from the steamer a coolie made a

ilunge at me with a knife. After that a

jclose body guard of twenty Hemmed me in,
'At the hotel a Chinese chok poisoned my
fnfiA hut n faithful follower tasted it and

suffered lii my place. I went from Hong
Kong to Toklo; Here the hatchetmen In

the Empress's pay tried s^ven times to kMl

me, but my close body guard received the
wotiuds often in my stead.fortunately
slight ones."
Kang then put on a false beard, donned

European clothing and boarded the steamship^rteml, where he locked himself and
eight followers in a room, from which he
<1 id not appear for three days. In this

ship he reached British Columbia.
Mr. Kang is very much like an American

In his nrethods, his enterprise and his quickness.He is what they would call In Chicago"a hustler." When one repiembers
the conservativeness of the Chinese character,'t will at once be understood what a

disturbanoe he has been able to create In

that hoary realm. In some respects he Is
not unlike an American political reformer.
A child of the common people, whose

father was a small shopkeeper, and whose
grandfather was a coolie, Kang rose from
obscurity by force of brains and determinationalone.

THE BLOOD
HEN the party of American

jS gf ftnd Britisn sailors <*as at\tacked by Samohns In ambushon April 1 the natives
'cnt tlie heads of those
they killed. «

It was the Intention of the Samoans to

prepare these heads in a peculiar m&nner

Party of
of Heir victory. Their chief aim iu fighting
Is to secure the heads of their enemies.
The killed Included Lieutenant Philip "V.

Lansdaie, Ensign John R. Mtmagban, CoxswainJames Butler, Ordinary Seaman NormanE. Edsal, all of the United States

cruiser Philadelphia; Lieutenant Freeman
and two seamen of the British cruiser Tauraiua.

" Samoan Head Hunters, Who c

means certain that the heads of some of
our countrymen are not decorating the huts
or the camps of Samoan rebels.
Head hunting made its appearance in anotherplace during the Samoan troubles.

The friendly natives, acting on the side of
the British and Americans and of King
Malietoa, secured the head of one of the
most redoubtable chiefs on Mataafa's side.
With this they marched tn triumph through

ri *?$'<<*

Tcan Oitlcers, uuu mejr were reiuvnru uy

priests of the French mission and brought
back to Apia. But for this they would
have suffered the hideous fate toi whlcxh Samoancustom condemns the heads of conqueredenemies. It is even now by no

y

ions In front of the table, which are reservedfor the high officials. I remained
kneeling during the whole of the audience.
We conversed In the Manchu dialect."
Kang read to the Emperor the life of

Peter the Great and inspired him with a

dpsire to emulate that remarkable monarch,who lifted Russia out of barbarism.
Through Kang the Emperor a.lso became
familiar with the development of Japan,
and resolved that China should not be
left behind its near neighbor in the march
of progress. The Emperor became so much
interested In Kang's books that he had
them read to him twice, and Kang's visits
to the palace sometimes lasted eight hours,
exciting intense anger and Jealousy among
the high officials.

THIRSTY
According to the cable, the Aamoaus cut

Ciff the heads of the dead British and Amer-.

wajs thin, but apparently In good health.
He has a straight nose, round forehead.
pleasant eyes. Is clean shaven and has a

pale complexion. He Is of medium height,
his hands are long and thin. He looked
very Intelligent, and had a kindly expression.He wore the usual official dress,
but instead of the large square of embroideryon the breast worn by the high
officials, the embroidery In his case was

round, encircling a dragon, and there were

two smaller embroideries on his shoulders.
He was led in by eunuchs and took his seat
on a dais on a large yellow cushion, with
his feet folded beneath him. He sent his
attendants away and we were left alone.
But all the time we were conversing his
eyes were watching the windows as If to
see that no one was eavesdropping. There
was a long table In front of him, with two
large candlesticks. I knelt at one of the
corners of the table, and not on the cush-

t'pl. I Ht? UUXVltti UUtUt, '< "XVM. -U...Uoingfc*r 8.000 years. They called the new

hper Chinese Progress, and advocated reorai,the adoption of modern Ideas, the
ight of petition and the freedom of the
ress.
With his almost American energy and aulaelty,Mr. Kang succeeded in breaking
hrougli the sacred seclusion which suroundsthe Emperor. He obtained admlslionto His Majesty's presence at all times,
nuch to the alarm and indignation of the
impress Dowager, the Princes and all con- ,

iervatlves. He became a sort of tutor to
h.e Emperor In the study of modern affairs.
Mr. Kang thus described his first audiencewith the Emperor:
"It lasted for two hours. I was received

it 5 a. m. In the l'an Shaw Hall. Port
'

Arthur and Talien Wan had just been <

t^ken over by Russia and the Emperor ]

tied to your
British Columbia and will be In

mer who gained«the ear of the
a series of edicts revolutionizing
was overthrown by the Dowagerlife.He only escaped with the

tish and American Governments

Kang was a man of the highest literary
ttaimnents. He passed tue nignest exhumationsrequired by the Chinese civil serice,some of Which entail going without
X)d for a week. At thirty-eight lie was apo-intedSecretary to the Board of Public
forks-, wliicll has charge of railroad contractionand similar matters of admlnistraion,so that he was in the centre of the
ow between Russia and England.
"When the reform movement began to
reak out openly in Ohlua, a year or two
go, Kang appeared at the head of it. He
.us a very Dr. Parkhurst. In company
rith the Rev. Mr. Reid, a Presbyterian misionary,he organized a club and started the
rst newspaper ever published in Pekin, ex*1,_OffUInl Co.Afla .-lilol. hoc 1lor.ll
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Stabbed by the Empress
Dowager's Emissaries.

Under Kang's influence the Emperor
Kwang Su issued a series of extraordinary
;dlcts. One of them granted the' right of
petition to the throne for everybody, and
said that 'The Board of Censors will hereafterbe delighted with the special duty
af receiving and presenting to His Majesty
all petitions that may be presented by,
scholars not In office or men of the people,
persons hitherto not allowed to address the
throne, except through their respective
Viceroys or Governors. The Board of Censorsis warned not to put obstacles In the
way of people who wish to communicate
with Ills Majesty,' for ouly through such
sources can the Emperor learn the exact
state of affairs throughout the empire."
This proceeding was regarded as equal to

a revolution by the Conservatives. Mr.
Kang was in great danger, but, nevertheless,lie went ahead. He persuaded the
Emperor to sign another edict recognizing
the freedom of the press, which was Issued
on August y, JOUO. Of ji lilt cunum ui

newspapers were granted "the special privilegeof writing on political subjects in
order to enlighten those in authority, and
tear off the veil which hides in security
the misgoVernment of officials. This Is the
primary reason for the institution of newspapersin all countries."

Ills Majesty also called upon newspaper
editors and contributors "not to hold back

Just criticism." nor to avoid topics which
nad heretofore been forbidden, even as

subjects of conversation, through fear ol
giving offence to officials.

It Is difficult to convey an idea of the
sensation this edict created. Hitherto there
were no unofficial newspapers outside ol
the treaty pgrts, and any one who had the
audacity to criticise au official had his head
cut off, while a mere attempt to communl-
cate witli the Emperor was punished by a

horrible death.

iD HUNTERS
the streets of Samoa. Captain Stuart, ol
the British ship Tauranga, 'dispersed the
procession and announced.that he would
shoot any man found with a head in his
possession. The King then issued a procln.
mation forbidding the practice.
The German. Consul wrote to Admlra

Kautz. of the United States Nary, asking
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Ambushed British and cAmeric,
If two great Christian nations.the Unite
States and England.approved of this inht
man and barbarous practice against tb
lavs of Christianity and the decree of th
Supreme Court.
The Admiral replied, agreeing with th

Consul as to the inhumanity of the prc<
tice pointed ont-by the German Consul, an

said he upheld the decree of the Suprem
Court of January, that there was to be u

fading to the
Emperor.

Mr. Kan? is also credited' with having
secured an edict for tlie establishment of
a free school system and a number of
universities at the capitals of the several

provinces for Instruction in modern sciences.Another edict required candidate^
for office to be examined as to their knowledgeof modern history.
He further brought about the abolition of

sling's and bows and arrows as weapons
In the army, and also the use of fireworks
and bad odors.
Wang Tu Ho, for a quarter of a centurv

the most powerful man at court except
Prince Kung, had been the Emperor's tuV-.1i. (ft. 1,1m TT .

lor, a 14.1 JiHU giuai IU11UCUIX "nil uiiu.

was the leader of the conservative party,
and undertook to oppose Reformer Ivang.
but he met with disaster. He was stripped
of his offices and honors, banished from
Pekin and forbidden to ever enter the
gates of the city again. Several others
who attempted to oppose the young Canton
reformer met with a similar fate, and it
Is believed that he, with the assistance
of Kang Yen Hoon, brought about one of
the numerous degradations of Li Huug
Chang.
One of the great objects of Ivang's policy

was to bring about honesty iu the financial
affairs of the empire. The Empress Dowagerwas the greatest thief of public moneys,and it was Kang's boldness in this
direction that led to his final downfall.
Iu 1887 the sum of $42,000,0.00 was set

aside for the creation of a'navy. After
tire h.ittle shins had been partly paid for
the Empress Dowager appropriated the
rest, spending a large sum on the repair
of the Eho Garden. Later another $42,000,!000 was set aside fOr the construction of

railroads, which she also largely misappropriated.
vlhe Empress Dowager's right hand, man

OFSAMOA.
bloodshed, and said the custom tfas an old
Samoan cue, but first made known to the
world ten years ago, when the "heads of

i honest German soldiers were cut oil by
- the barbarous Chief Mataafa, whom the

representative of the great Christian naItion Germany is now supporting."
: Thus we have it on'the authority of Ad-
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an Sailors,
d rniral Kautz that the head-hunting custon
i- is an old one.
ie Tihe Samoan first outs off the head of hi:
e dead or captured enemy. The-n he cavrie:

It around in triumph, dances round it ant
e holds a feast in honor of it. After thi:
- he prepares it with skill and care at hi:
d leisure in order to preserve it permanently
e as an article of domestic decoration and. aj
o heirloom in bis family.

W fo timer
..
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cA Secret oMessage for the
Emveror.

was a sham eunucli named LI Luen Yen
This reiunrkahle person was a bitter encmj
of Mr. Kang. No one could get anythln:
out of the Dowager Empress without greasingLi's palm very liberally, and when sin
regained supreme power he became prac
tieally the Prime Minister of the Empire
At every step Kang was impeded by th<

Empress Dowager, aided, as he says, b;
Russian machinations. At the very mo

meut when the principles for which he hat
fought seemed triumphant she precipitate
his downfall.
He realizes now, although blissfully lgno

rant at the time, that for weeks he was

living on a volcano's brink, but so se

cretly and silently were the antagonist'c
forces directed that he suspected no approachingclimax. He says that he had
just succeeded iln checkmating Russia by
securing Rr'ta'n in the possession of Weiha-weiand was preparing for a yet
bolder stroke of pro-British policy when a

servant placed in his hands a secret messagefrom the Emperor, advising him to

leave Peking at once, because his personal
safety was In Imminent danger.
TUiio wnt -nri nn-ro oTnerlonns for him and

he paid little heed to the warning, except
to strengthen his personal guard. Three
days later £here came a second private
mesage from the Emperor urging him to
fly without delay, as he himself was in
the hands of bis enemies and would be deposed,while for Kang Yu Wei death would
be the portion.
A glance about the court convinced the

astute reformer that his enemies were

many and his friends few, and he was

carefully debating a plan of escape when
a note reached him from Sir Claude Mncdonaldrequesting his immediate presence
at Tientsin for a conference with British
officials. A British launch had been placed
at bis disposal to facilitate his trip and
he reached the seaport without eveu knowingthat fill general traffic ou river and
railway had been suspended for the day
to prevent his escape; that he had already
been tried in secret council and condemned
to death, and that, thanks to his friends
cntting the telegraph wires out of he capital,Oriental line repairers being slow,
the order for his arest and execution did
not reach Tientsin until one hour after he
had caught a British steamer bound down
ihe coast. v

None of these things were known by him
until off Woo Sung the steamer on which
be was a passenger was boarded by Biancl'9

He stuffs tlie neck with hot stones, and
repeats tho process several times a day for
three days. The stones are not hot enough
to roast the flesh. The process has the
effect of drying the head very effectively
and of preserving It. The flesh assumes a

leathery appearance. After the process is
complete, the head will last for an Indefiniteperiod.almost as long as a piece of old
leather.
The Samoan takes the preserved head

and puts It In a network bag with very
large meshes. Through this the dried and
grinning features may 'oe observed, and,'It
need hardly be said that they present a

very awful appearance. The netting Is red,
which heightens the effect. The Samoan
hangs this trophy in his principal living
room In order to remind his children how
valorous and fearful a man he Is.
Head hunting flourishes In many gf the

Pacific Islands, and to a fearful extent in
those Islands w hich fringe the eastern const
of Asia. The Philippine islanders are generallyaddicted to It, and the Dyaks of Borneoexcel all other races In the persistency
and frequency with which they collect
their grewsome tropi-'es.

1 To the credit of the Djrahs said thai
they prefer Dyak heads, Jmoug the Hoc3gotos, on the other hand, an Intending

3 bridegroom has to bring his DriVe a certain
1 number of human heads, prefera. Chris
3 tians.
i Among the Dyaks heads are In deman d tc
' place under the posts at the foundation oi
i a house as a gift to a dead man, or to oi*

aainent' the hall of a chief's house, None

icamze jwc
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Kang Escapes on

launch (acting for Consul General Brennan
at Shanghai), and he and his party were

transferred to the Ballarat, with an armed
British escort for Hong Kong. Then It
was he learned death would hare received
him at Shanghai; that six of his associate
reformers had already been beheaded, and
that liis closest friend, Chung Yum How,
Ambassador to the Queen's Jubilee and exMinisterto the United States, had been exiledto the Interior mines under life sentence.
It was then, too, he learned the whole

truth about the Ingenious plot of the EmpressDowager and her associate conspirators.This was to charge him with poisoningthe Emperor, his best friend, td arrest
and execute him, and then to poison the
Emneror and produce the body with public
mourning. The affection of the Empress
Dowager's party for the throne would thus
be arrested, their prompt administration of
.justice illustrated, while Ivang's name and
plans would go into history covered with
dishonor, nud his family and immediate
supporters would be exterminated. The
[dan, he admits, was superlatively ingenious.Its success would have been certain
but for the quiet Interference of Britain's
diplomats on the scene.
As It was, the Empress Dowager succeededin having every one of the reform edicts

revoked, while she made the Emperor virtuallya prisoner.
Concerning his personal movements, Kang

was Inclined to be reticent. His policy,
however, he discussed freely. It is the gospelof thorough reorganization through the
udoptlon of European and Amerloan methods.He would have representative government,national banks, railways and mine
operation by the most modern methods;

hut a successful head hunter Is entitled to
the honor of being tattooed. Skulls are

used for drinking oups, while the teeth and
hair servo for the adornment of the body
and weapons.
The Dyak head hunter when he goes

hunting takes a large basket with him, In
which to place his trophies. He slings this
over his shoulder like a fishing basket, and
throws heads into it with as little emotionas a German fisherman would put a

porgy in his basket. These receptacles are

made of shells and wicker work, and are

often very handsome.
Head hunting ameng the Dyakg, although

it originally proceeded from religious and
political motives, soon extended the circle
of its victims, and the desire of possessing
skulls became a passion. Every neighboringvillage was looked upon as hostile, and
the heads of sleeping men were cut off.
The Dyaks prepare for hend hunting by

religious consecration. They build themselvesa hut with a roof on four posts, and
the floor raised a yard high. The entranceis barred with colls of rattan, which
are hung with red flowers, young palm
leaves and a quantity of little wooden lm
ages of swords, shields, spears flying, horn
bills and the like.
Inside the hut are spears, blow guns,

l quivers with freshly poisoned arrows,
shields, swords and cuirasses enough tc
equip a band of head hunters. In this
hut the company stays for a period ol

' four to six days, according to the omens.
loava If fhav hlda In +h(

srouud a number ot rudely -carved flgurei
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a British Launch.
free education extending through all tj#
universities; State-maintained colleges apjd
hospitals; State mints and a proper System
of graduated coinage.
Lastly he favors a gold basis only. China,

he says, Is to-dny impoverished largely
through the fact that the white metal has
been forced on her by all other countries
until 6he is poor with much silver.
With such reform as he projects, espe-«,

cially In the matter of mine -working, he?
predicts that in twetny-flve years Chinawouldbe the richest as well as the most
populous country in the world. His presenthope is centred solely in British inter- -v

ference, without which he sees no hope
for "the bound and blind giant of nations '

,

save partition among the nations built tip
by modem civilization.
After visiting Washington, New Y.ovJi

and London he will visit all European
capitals and countries save Russia, which
country he describes as half learned only
in the lessons of civilization, and there-
fore doubly dangerous. There is only pji^
thing, or rather there are but two, in

which Kaug Tu-Wel lg wiiony a

men, He adheres to the religion of Confuciusas embodying the strongest principlesof moral philosophy and he clings to

the ancient custume as the most graceful,
picturesque and comfortable possible. ^
On his travels the reformer Is accompaniedby several Interpreters, secretariesand guides who combine with tbfrsi

duties the functions of a body guard.
methods of the Peking Government jure

closely akin to those at the Mafia, and tl®
traveller doe« not know at what moment
the knife of the assassin may find hU .

heart,
" - -

equal In number to them-selves, In order tea'
. « 1 en !»>! t a

appease uc cm

No man who does not belong to the band
is allowed to approach the balel hut under
pain of death.

Romance of Siam's
Great PeaKi

Siam's greatest mountain range Is the
Sam Rol lawt, or the threp hufid'feS
peaks. A quaint legend which expiafica

theirorigin'is set forth by the Siamese
geologists as follows:
"It appears that one Mong Lai and hfci

wife once inhabited the neighborhood <%!£?$
were giants), and each promised flvelr
daughter In marriage, unknown to the:
other, to a different suitor. At last .the
day of the nuptials arrived, and Chao Id) I
and the Lord of Mieang Chin (-China) both
arrived to claim the bride. When the horrifiedfather found how matters stood^v,".t,10rn roornvd for the value of a DXftJUr..-
ise, which Is not too common In the" East
.he cut his daughter in half, so that
neither suitor should be disappointed. :

Cbao Lai in the meantime, on tindlp*
that he had a rival, committed siUQlde,
and the peak of Ohnolai is the i-ematns of.his body. The unfortunate pride is to

found in the islands ofi! Sani Koi Yawt,
the peaks of which are the remains pf jjie
gifts which were to be made to the holy
man who was to solemnize the wedding,1
while Kaw Chang and Kaw King, ctn the
east side of the gulf, are the elephant and.,
buffalo, cart In wltlch the presents were

t '
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