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Desultory Notes about Japan,

Along the eastern shore of Asia, five or six t'gmu-
sand miles from the westernmost of the 'Al'nerlcan
States, ate scattered multitudes of ‘:olc’anlc 1sl.:mds.
They extend irreguiarly from Behring’s Straits to
Ceylon. Some four thousand of them, more or !ess,
1lying over against the Chinese sea-board, constitute
the Empire of Japan, the object of an exp.edlt‘zon
sbout to leave the ports of our country ; and in view
of the interest imparted to this terra incognita by
the anticipated opening of commercial relations,
the Times volunteers atrifle of desultory information.
It may be- prudent to know a little about a prople
to whom we propose to teach so much. Some slight
knowledge of their institutions—and all our know-

ledge of this insvlar monarchy is but slight—may i
not be superfluous, before we materially alter and

perhaps destroy them.

The whole empire of Japan is said to contain a
population of 30,000,000 inhabitants. Niphon, the
largest of the island group, boasts an extent about
equal to, ard a population nearly double that of
dreland. The Chinese have corrupted the name
into Jihpun, and the English by an easy transi-
tion, make Japan of it. Upon this Niphon,
among temples and camphor groves and rice fields,
and hills cultivated to the summits, stand the
capital towns of Miaco and Jeddo. The latterranks
among the first class cities of the world. Its lew,
one-story buildings shelter a population of 1,500,000
souls, all laboring cheerfully at the mechanic or finer
arts, or living in as much aristocratic clegance
and ease as European nobility of measureless pedi-
gree. At Jeddo, teo, resides the civil Emperor or
Siogoon of Japan ; and there the princes who rule
in the multitudinous islands spend half their time H
thence all the reins of Government diverge ; and
there the imperial council holds its sessions. The
commerce of the Archipelago all centres at Jeddo.
At Miaco, on the other side of the island, lives the
Mikado, or religious Emperor, in other times the
sole ruler of the realm in all its interests, eivil,
naval and superstitious. Revolution, however,
did its work some centuries since, and the Sio-
goon, an upstart fream the lower orders, made
himself nominal regent and actual autocrat of tho
Empire. Time has in turn crippled the power of
the Siogoon, who is actually governed by his coun-
cil; retaining, however, a sort of veto not at all
similar to the veto of the American Constitution.
If any act of the council fail to meet the views of
the Siogoon, it is referred to three of his nearcst
velatives. If they sustain the objections of the
chief, the council is obliged to adjourn and disem-
bowel themselves : each member deliberately cut-
ting himself open. On the other hand, should the
act of the council be approved. the Siogoon is bound
to abdicate, pretty much on the same principlo that
an English Cabinet Minister resigns when voted
dewn in the Commons. The DMikado inhabits o
temple at Miaco, and spends his time in receiving
adoration. As he has to dress daily in new gar-
ments, and eat daily from new crockery, his faro is
said to be tolerably hard. He generally resigns in
favor of his son, after a few years of deification, and
retires to private life.

The island of Kiusiu is next in order of dimen-
sion to Niphon. Nagasaki, the port town, isthe only
one to which foreigners are admitted. There the
Dutch have their island-fort of Dezima, in which
they remain locked up two-thirds of the year, until
the pair of vessels, the only ones Japanese jealousy
allows to European commerce, arrive. Then an
annual pilgrimage, with presents to the Siogoon, at
Jeddo, takes up three months ; and six weeks of the
vear are lefi, in which to dispose of the cargoes of
spices, and load up the return burdens of copper
and camphor. The various tables and stands and
cabinets und enamelled work, for the exquisite man-
ufacture of which the Japuanese are so fumous, are
never permitted to leave the islunds. A few samn-
pies, enough to furnish models for European imita-
tion, alone escape, through the connivance of sub-
officials,

Jdapan is as insulated in manners, habits, govern-
ment .nd religion, as In situation. Every thing
strikes the stranger as anomalous, like the anima
and vegetable life of Australia. The social scheme
i3 entirely subordinate to the purposes of Govern
ment. A more perfect system of checks and tal-
ances never entered the head of the constitution
maker. It is a perfect network of espionage. Each
private citizen is by law a spy upon his five nearext
neighbors. The commissioned and secret spies of
Government reside in every village. Fach magis-
trate is surrounded by spies. The prince, who
rules a million subjects, has his two secretaries ap-
pointed at Jeddo, where one resides, while the
other, the shadow of the viceroy in his remote
Government, transmits constaut information to his
fellow at the capitul. Even these subordinates are

in their turn subjected to surveillance; and
for better security, the prince is obliged

to spend each alternate year at the Capital, where
his family remain ali the while as hostages. ‘The
Council and the Siogoon are equally watched ; and
to be detected in error or dishonor or neglect, en-
tails upon the unfortunate officer the duty of cutting
himself open in the presence of his friends. This
curious mode of seif-destruction is a part of the ed-
ucation of every Japanese child. To accomplish it
gracefully, and upon hearing the first whisper preju-
dicial to one's fame, is the great object of the na-
tional ethics. In a scheme so ingeniously tied and
knotted up, it is impossible for uny advance or im-
provement to be made. The people are victims of
an inveterately vicious absurdity.

Axnd yet the Japanese hunger and thirst for fr:fg-
ments of European learning. They pick up wnt.h
the utmost avidity any scrap of knowledge their
Dutéh or Chinese visitors may let drop. Many of
the leading French and German scientific authors,
have been rendered into the vernacular, and are es-

teemed standard authorities. They have their as-
tronomical instruments, calculate their almanacs
and eclipses, and know more about every other
planet in the solar system than they do of their own,
They have none of the Chinese supercilious con-
temopt for barbarian accomplishments, Their motto
" is ¢ to get all they can, and keep all they get.”

But the eddest of the national idiosyncrasies is
the rooted aversion to outsiders. A glance at his-
tory, perhaps, with the conservative scheme of
cheoks and balances we have referred to, borne in
mind, will serve partially to elucidate this peculi-
arity,

The Portuguese were the first Iluropeans who
found and landed in Japan. This they did in 1542,
meeting with a cordial and hospitable welcome.
Commerce at once sprung up with great animation,
the Portuguese naturally endeavoring to obtain an
entire monopoly of it. The early zeal of the
Jesuits, then an uncorrupted order of holy men,
carried a large body of missionaries to the new
land, where the attractive dogmas of Roman Catho-
licism were remarkably successful in displacing
Sintooiem and Buddhism, the prevalent roligions
of the people. The converts numbered nearly a
fundred thousand souls, embracing members of the
Emperial family, and the Mikado himself is said to
have been a believer. In the course of a hundred
years the trade with Furope had waxed exceeding-
fy. The commercial importance of the discoverers,
had declined, however, and the Dutch, always
ready to extend their traflic, were soon lo-
cated at every Japanesc port of any moment.
*To drive out their Portuguese rivals entirely was
a great object with the thrifty Hollanders. .Ston'es
were accordingly circulated, that the Catholic Mis-
sionaries, as true believers in the Papal supremacy,
designed to bring the Islands under .zhe rale of the
Roman pontiff. The fears thus exr.jued were soon
in ungovernable flame. A revolution took place,
The Siogoon of the day was dcposfzd ; a war of
extermination waged against the Jesuits, and hosts
of faithful converts, faitbful even in death, put to the
sword,* History records that the Dutch had over-
shot the mark.  They had stirred up so thorough a
dread of European treachery, that they themselves

came very near suffering the ‘consequences, and
only saved the narrow footing they still retain at |
Nagasaki, by aiding in the slaughter and torture of
their Christian brethren. Even now their two ves-
sels per annum are always deprived of their arma-
ture and rudders, the moment they come to anchor:
and whatever cash capital they*bring along is kindly
taken care of by the Japanese authorities, There
is no reason to believe that the captain and sailors
have to open commercial relations every year by
trampling on the erucifix ; though during the firstheat
of animosity against the Catholics that formulary
was undoubtedly exacted and obligingly complied
with,

From the era of this anti-Christian warfare, 1637,
the whole policy of the Japanese Government has
been directed to the prohibition of foreign inter-
course. The Dutch and Chinese zlone trade at
Nagasaki. That port is the only one open as an
anchorage ground to foreigners; the condition of
that favor being the deposit of all their arms with
t}xc authorities of the city. Under no circumstances
is any one permitted to land or engage in traffic.
To anchor in any other harbor of the Empire, in-
stantly exposes a vessel to destruction. Natives of
other countries, shipwrecked or coming voluatarily
upon the shores, are consigned to prison. Natives
of the islands shipwrecked abroad, are not permit-
ted to return, save upon a Dutch or Chincse vessel.
A decree to that effect was transmitted to the Euro-
pean powers in 1813,

We may review briefly the various attempts of
civilization to break down the selfish barrier of the
Japanese.

The English, as long ago as the reign of Charles
1., sent an embassy thither, to obtain the privilege
of trade for the Kast India Company. As the war
upon foreigners had not yet been declared, the ad-
vantages asked for were promptly granted. All the
ports of the empire were opened to the Company’s
vessels ; remaining so, however, for only a dozen or
fifteen years, when the exclusive system was re-

instated. In 1811, EFngland made another effort to
get in. HMaving conquered the various Dutch pos-

sessions in the East Indies, they notified the Sio-
goon of their intention to take possession of ihe
Dutch Factory at Dezima, but the Jupanese refused
to accede to any such arrangement. In spite of
every artifice on the part of the English, the Facto-
1y was for several years carefully protected, and
eventually guaranteed to its Dutch possessors.
The British have never since repeated the attempt.
Certainly they would stand a poorer chance than
any others, so inflexibly have the Japanese been
.prejudiced by their doings in 1811, and their more
recent subjugation of China.
The Russians have endeavered te find ingress
. ever since the days of Catharine I. The proxim-
ity of their Kamsckatkan Territories,and the return
! of straggling Japancse sailors, at various times, be-
fore the decree of 1843 was promulgated, have been
i ineflectually relied upon. In 1801 a Russian en-
voy visited Nagasaki in great state, and through
the intervention of the Duteh, obtained anaudienco,
but that was all. The court of Jeddo wanted noth-
. ing to do with that of St. Petersburg. The Empe-
ror Alexander deelared war, and eaptured 2 few in-
considerable islands at the north. The Japanese
retaliated by scizing a Russian frigate, with its
crew, and notified their enemies, that every one of
the captives shoulid be put to death, uunless hostili-
ties were suspended.  The war was therefore ter-
winated,
The Duteh have managed to maintain their post
at Dezima, with the slender advantages it yields,
by dint of uncomplaining submission to the author-
ities. King William, in 1844, thought to obtain a
modification of the prohibitive policy. To that end he
sent a letter to the Siogoon, detailing the result of
the €hinese war, and begging that there should be
some let up of the wretched embargo, in favor of
the Buropean commercial powers.,  After maturely
deliberating upon the proposition for two years, the
Siogoon replicd that he had carefully watched the
progress of events in China, involving the over-
throw of the fundamental law of that empire. Those
events, upon which his majesty of the Netherlands
based his arguments, were, 1n his eyes, the very
strongest'reasons for re-affirming the standing policy
of the Japanese. It was clearthat there could be
no peacc without the entire exclusion of strangers. |
Had the Chinese never allowed the Ilnglish to gan ‘
a foot-hold at Canton, their domestic institutions |
would have remained undisturbed.

“ From the moment,” said the Siogoon, '* that we yield
one point, we becomo vulnerable at all. This was the
ressomng of my ancestor when he debuted the propriety |
of granting you the hiberty of commerce with Japan, and, |
but for the evidenles of sincere friendship fur our country
Which you have often given, rest assured that you would
be us rigidly exciuded as the other nations of the West.
Now that jou posscss this privileze I desire that you
may continue to €njoy it; but 1 shail be very earclul
never (o extend it tu any other people whatever; for it
is eusier to maintain en cwbankment in a good state of
preservation, than 1o prevent the widening of a broach,
when it has once been opened. [ have given my officers
orders accordingly ; the tuture will prove that our policy
is wiser than that ol the Chinese Empire.”

The Japanese, it will be remarked, are not with-
out a fair share of shrewdness. The Singoon ar-
zgues ingeniously.

The Government of the United States has repeat-
cdly tried to effeet o lodiinent on the islands, but
with no better prosperity than its Kuropean compet-
In 1816, Com. Biddle made the mistake of
violating the luws of the Empire, in bringing his fri-
gate to anchor in the hurbor of Jeddo. His object
wns the opening of commercial relations, and hig
ohjeet e made known to the Siogoon by letter.
Cffended by the unfortunate blunder with which the
Commodore opened his negotiation, the Siogoon re-
plied curtly :

s According to the Iaws of Japan, the Japanese can
only trade with Hollanders and Chinamen. Amorica
cuunot be permiited to havo a treaty with Japan or comn-
merce with the Ewmpire, while such permisgsion is grant-
ed to no other nution. Besides, whatever relates to tor-
eign countries js attended to at Nagasaki, and not in
this bay : you will therefore depart #s souvn as possible,
and never reiurn.”

Shortly after, 2 sloop-of-war was dispatched to
Jupan to demand the restoration of a few American
sailors, who had been shipwrecked on one of the
islands. They were promptly and courteously sur-
rendered, notwithstanding the national law upon
the pomnt ; and we arc unaware of any ground for
hostilitics now cxisting between the two Govern-
ments. The proposgers of the measure, of course,
know more than we do about it, and in good time
will doubstless be at pains to enlighten us, In the

' meantime we must be content with the lizht we
- have ; and here it is collected in a focus. Japan is
a semi-barbarous empire, exhibiting the curious
spectacle to mankind of a nation which, in its
whole history, has neither retrograded or advanced,
and we of the United States being convinced that a
manifest destiny bids us “ conquer its prejudices,”
propose to knock open a passage-way with ball, bul-
let, and bomb, to let in revelation, and a few an.
nual cargos of cotton cloth. Its laws, manners,
social and domestic habits, have proved unalterable
since the earliest remembered periods. These
arc the results of entire isolation from human-
ity. We have, then, this lesson, worth all the
traflic we shull probably ever have, that it 1s impos-
sible for any peeple to shut itself out from intercourse
with its fellows ; ordecline to conform with the com-
mon sense of the world ; or refuse to bear its part
in international obligations, without becoming,
what Japan is, a galvanized mummy, rather than a
sentient, vital existence. The text has already
Leen enunciated by KossuTH. .

itors.
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