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TATTOOING IN NEW-ZEALAND. — The
bent and fullest account of this subject was
given by Mr. Earle, who resided nine years in
New-Zcaland, shortly before the first settlers
ventured there from England. In his work,
published in 1829, an engraving is given, repre-
senting a New-Zealand chief lying in an casy
position on a kind ot blanket, and an avtistic
tattooer operating upon him. He says: ¢ The
art of tuttooing has been brought to such per-
fection here that whenever we have scen a
New-Zealander with c¢kin thus ornamented, we
have admired him. It is looked upon as answer-
ing the same¢ purposes as clothes. When a
chief throws off his mats, he seems as proud of
displaying thoe beautiful ornaments tigured on
his skin as a first-rate exquisite is in exhibiting
himself in his last tashionable attire. Itis an
essential part of warlike preparation. 7The
whole of the district of Ko-ro-ra-di-Ka was pre-
paring for the upproaching wur. Their cannon,
muskets, powder, and ball increased daily ;
and a very ingenious artist, named Aranghie,
arrived to carry on this important branch of

his art, which was scon placed in requisi-
tion; for all the mighty wen in the
neighborhood were one by one under his oper-
ating hands. As this professor was w near
neighbor oi mine, I frequently paid him a visit
in his studio, and he returned the compliment
whenever ke had time to spare. e was con-
sidered by his countrymen a perfect master of
the art of tattooing, aud cn of the highest
rank and importance were in the habit of trav-
eling long journeys in order to put their skins
under his skillful hands. Indecd, so largely
were his works esteemed that 1 have seen many
of Ins drawings exhibited even after death. A
neighbor of mine very lately killed a chietf who
had been tattooed by Aranghie, and, appreciat-
ing the artist’s work so highly, he skinned the
chicftain’s thighs, and covercd his cartouch-
box with it! I was astonished to see with what
boldness and precision Aranghie drew bis designs
upon the skin, and what beautitul ornaments he
produced ; no rule and compasses could be
more correct than the lines and circles he form-
ed. So unrivaled is hein his protession, that a
highly finished face of a chiet irom the hands of
this artist is as greatly prized in New-Zealand
as a head from the hands ot Sir Thomas Law-
rence is among us.  This Professor was merely
a cooky, or slave; but by skul and industiy he
raised humself to an equality with the greatest
men of his country ; 'and as every chief who
employed him always myde him some hapdsome
_present, he soon became a

waa constantly  surrounded by finbortats ver-

sonages.” We thus learn from Mr. Eatle that
tattooing is veritably a branch of the fine arts,
in the estimation of those who are most con-
cerned in the matter; and even the English-
man himself was roused to enthusiasm in the
matter. The Church Missionary Society have
in their museum a bust of a chieftain, carved
by himself, ir very hard wood, with rade iron
tools of his own making, and the tattoo-
matks on his face are faithfully copied.
Unusually complex devices are msaid to
require weeks, or even montlis; in their execn-
tion ; secing that some portions of the skin
must boe healed before others are procseded
with. From varioiis authorities we learn
that among these Savago tribes tattooing
is the mark of gentility, and is as much prized
as is {he exhibition of codts of arns by mahy
famlies in England. A traveler; Mr. Morsden,
ventured to tell one of the Néw-Zealand chiefs
that it would be a pity 1o tattoo his nephew
Rocow, as he was o fine-lobking youth, with a
dignified, open, and placid countenance, which -
ought not to be disfigured. . What was the re-
ply? “The chief laughed in my face, and said
his nephew must be  tattooed, as it would give
him a noble, masculine, and warlike appear-
ance ;. that he would not be fitted to be his suc-
cessor with a smooth face ; and that the New-
Zealanders would look 6ii him therely as & wom-
aniif Le was not tattooed.”—Chambers’s Jour+!
nac.
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